
 

 

COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF APRIL 6, 2016 

 

The Work Session of April 6, 2016 was called to order at 6:37 p.m. in Room 201 and the 

open public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In 

attendance were Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli and Commissioner 

Rochford, the Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment portion of the meeting.  No comments 

were made at this time. 

 

The first item on the agenda, a discussion of parking changes and 4-way stops near the 

Elizabeth Haddon School, was postponed until further notice.  Commissioner Rochford, 

the Administrator and the Police Chief will be scheduling a meeting with the Principals to 

discuss the issues at all of the schools to see if alternative ideas can be developed. 

 

The Administrator reviewed possible changes to the Redevelopment Plan ordinance that 

is up for second reading and public hearing at the 7:30 p.m. meeting for later this 

evening.  She noted that these changes could possibly result in a delay in the process 

should the Commissioners decide to incorporate them into the plan.  The Borough 

Solicitor pointed out that if negotiation items are discussed then we will need to move 

into closed session.  Commissioner Moscatelli stated that any changes made now would 

mean that there would be issues with meeting the June 30th deadline because it would 

have to go back to the Planning Board (PB).  He then commented that he did not feel 

inclined to amend the plan and pointed out that the buyer had not had a representative 

at any of the PB meetings where this plan was reviewed.  The Administrator also advised 

the Commissioners that the PB is not adverse to potentially making changes to the plan 

in the future.  Mayor Kasko confirmed with the Solicitor that the Commissioners actions for 

this plan are to either accept, reject or make changes.  It was pointed out that if the plan 

emanated from the PB then any changes made by the Commissioners would not have 

to go back before the PB, whereas, if the plan came from the  Commissioners then it 

would have to go back to the PB.  The technicality of who the plan came from was 

reviewed.  It was recommended that the Commissioners move forward with adoption 

and make any amendments at a later date, if deemed necessary.  This would ensure the 

deadline for purchase is met.  The Commissioners indicated that they were comfortable 

that everything  from the purchase agreement was covered in this redevelopment plan. 

 

The Borough Solicitor then reviewed recent information that he has received regarding 

a request to the Commissioners to adopt an anti-puppy mill ordinance.   He stated that 

that are  lower district court cases that upheld the banning of puppy mill sale ordinances 

in other towns and states, but these decisions are currently in the appeals process and 

suggested that the Commissioners wait to see what those results are before making a 

decision on how to proceed; specifically noted were the cases in Phoenix, AZ and Rhode 

Island.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that the argument for adopting such an 

ordinance now is to prevent the sale of such pets within the municipality to ever start 

happening.  Commissioner Rochford asked if the ordinances passed in other towns are 

all the same.  The Solicitor replied that they are essentially the same.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that he is hesitant to move forward on something that we don't know if 

it is legal or not.  Mayor Kasko expressed his concerns over adopting such a "feel good" 



 

 

ordinance and questioned how far do we go with banning something that is a legitimate 

concern; where do we draw the line?  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if they had the 

right to ban a legal product?  The Commissioners agreed to wait for the appellate court 

decisions before moving forward.  

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioner that she has received a request for an 

additional $2,000 for the shared services consultant costs regarding the development of 

affordable housing numbers for the Borough's Affordable Housing plan before the courts.  

The Commissioners agreed to pay the additional monies. 

 

The Borough Solicitor submitted a draft ordinance he has written at the request of the 

Commissioners restricting items placed in the street.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if it 

was acceptable for the basketball hoops to be placed in the park strip.  It was agreed 

that this would be acceptable.  The Commissioners review various complaints that they 

have received on this topic.  The Administrator asked if there were other items the 

Commissioners would like to have included in this ordinance and whether or not "catch 

all" language should be added.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked if the ordinance could 

state that nothing can be left overnight in the street.  The Solicitor will make these 

changes and resubmit it to the Commissioners at a future meeting for their review.   

 

The April 12, 2016 meeting agenda was reviewed.  Mayor Kasko asked that the Lion's 

Sight Awareness proclamation be moved to the April 26th agenda.  It was noted that the 

2016 budget information has not been received from the Partnership for Haddonfield, 

LLC (PfH). 

 

Mayor Kasko stated that there were no new items for discussion regarding PfH. 

 

The Administrator asked that the discussion on the Request for Proposal (RFP) for 

Engineering Services be postponed to the next work session.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

A question was asked of the Commissioners regarding the recently adopted sidewalk 

inspection ordinance upon the sale of a home.  The question concerned whether or not 

the $50 fee associated with this inspection also covered the $25 sidewalk installation 

permit fee should it be necessary for the homeowner to fix the sidewalk.  The Borough 

Solicitor pointed out that this fee is separate and distinct within the ordinances and if the 

Commissioners want it waived then an amending ordinance would have to be done.  

The Commissioners agreed to not waive the $25 sidewalk installation permit fee. 

 

Commissioner Rochford made a motion at 7:27 p.m. to adjourned the meeting, which 

was seconded by Mayor Kasko.  The motion was approved unanimously. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett 

Borough Clerk  


